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Abstract

The Internet becomes the most important
media for people to receve and transmit

information without any doubt.  Currently,
because of free charge or low usage fee, the
Internet presents its nature of both postive and
negative network externdities in consumption,
which can be interpreted as the increasing
capacity of information when the size of network
is enlarged, and the larger network size induces
the problems of junk mal and congestion
incurring higher transaction cogt a the same time.
Therefore, the man reason for specidized
information services sprouting and provided is
that, the individud user has the desre to
minimize the transaction cost of search and
demand for the completeness and timing of a
soecific  information  through the  Internet.
Theoreticdly, this study set up an Internet user’ s
willingness to pay for achieving a gpecific
information  provided by the gpecidized
information service. This willingness to pay can
be proved as a aufficiently podtive vaue to
breek through the limitation of the nature of
public goods of Internet information. This
implies that when the Internet becomes more
popular for information transmisson and
reception, the development of specidized
information services will be the indispensable
trend. In addition, this sudy employs a survey
to the users through the Internet.  The result of
data andyss from the survey shows that the
willingness to pay of the individud user to
achieve a gedific information through
soecidized information sarvices is il low
currently. But the willingness to pay is likdy to
increase for the individud user in order to avoid
the congestion and to compete for the
information  timing. Thus examining the



theoreticd inference with the empirical evidence,
the user’ s preference to pay can be extended to
the willingness to pay for usng specidized
information sarvices, which dso offers the
desgning condderation for an efficent pricing
mechanism of the Internet usage in the future.
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