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Abstract

The purpose of this study wasto
evauate individud's menta hedlth in the
context of socid environment.  Specificadly,
the independent and interaction effect of
community socioeconomic status and
individud ettributes on the devel opment of
one's depression was explored. Residents,
totally 404, from a suburban township of
Kaohsiung County were recruited by the
procedure of multistage and multileve
sampling for the questionnaire survey. The
results showed the point prevaence of
depression was 26.5%. Those who had
lower monthly income were more likely to
devel oped depression; depression was more
prevaent among residents from higher
socioeconomic community.  After
contralling for individua's background
atributes, individud's monthly income was
the only significant variable associated with
one's depression gatus, furthermore, it is
more prevaent among those who had lower
income but resided in higher socioeconomic
community. It appears that the interaction
between the socioeconomic status of
individud and community will contribute



sgnificantly to the development of one's
depression. The details and meaning of
these findings will be discussed.
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