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: The study was to explore the siblings of individuals with

disability at different stage of development in their life,
their needs and service expectations of siblings between
different stage of development. The study targeted the
siblings who were over thirteen years old, had capacity for
self-expression, and biologically related to individuals
with disabilities. A questionnaire survey method was used
to collect data in this study. 523 valid samples were
collected. The results of the study were showed: (1) The
needs of siblings have significant difference between
childhood, elementary-school period, adolescence and
adulthood. (2) The service expectations of siblings have
significant difference between different stages of
development. (3) The needs of siblings have partial
significant difference in many background variables
including gender, birth order, gender of individual with
disabilities, the interaction effect between birth order
and gender of individual with disabilities, disparity in
age, religions, parental marriage satus, and primary
caregiver of individual with disabilities. (4) The service
expectations of siblings have partial significant
difference in many background variables including the
interaction effect between birth order and gender of
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individual with disabilities, disparity in age,
classification of disabilities, religions, and parental
marriage satus. According to results, the conclusion was
discussed: (1) High risk factors: Elder sisters, small
disparity in age between siblings and individuals with
disabilities, siblings in school age, individuals with
multiple disabilities. (2) Males have needs in
relationships, while females have needs in caregiving. (3)
Siblings have different needs and service expectations at
different stage of development in their lives. The study
proposed a few suggestions to siblings, family, school,
social welfare organization, government authority, and
future research directions.

disabilities, siblings, family of disabilities, stage of
development, needs, service expectations
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BRI - BiEEH" Families, professionals, and exceptionality: Positive outcomes through partnerships
and trust (6th. Ed.),” by Turnbull, A., R. Turnbull, Erwin, E. J., Soodak, L. C., and Shogren, K. A, 2010,

Upper Saddle River, NJ: Merrill Prentice Hall, p.5.
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