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Setting against the background of
profound social change and growing cultural
pluralism, the present study explored
relationships among self-construals
(indepentdent VS. interdependent
self-construals), inter-persona beliefs (control
vs. harmony), feelings derived from social
interactions (positive, negative, harmonious,
conflict), and happiness. This study further
investigated potential within culture variations
of these constructs and their relationship
patterns.

Adopting purposive and convenience

88 7 31

sampling, 550 community residents aged
between 15-60 years old were surveyed with
structured questionnaires. Results showed that
self-construals affected interpersonal beliefs,
both, in turn, affected feelings from social

interactions, and al of above affected
happiness. In terms of within culture variations,
generation  differentidls were the most

meaningful. The older generation was more
traditional than the younger generations,
demonstrating the existence of *“generation
gap” in self-construals and interpersonal beliefs.
Evidence aso showed that the apparently
conflicting two systems of self-views and
interpersonal beliefs actually coexisted within
the same culture and within the same individual,
supporting the coexistence modernity model in
the socid change literature.

Argyle, 1987;
Myers & Diener, 1995; Lu, 1995; Lu et 4.,
1997; Franciset a., 1998
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2
N mean SD range Skewness Kurtosis
537 2862 1310 45 15-60 34 -161
547 1095 2.75 12 6-18 .39 -21
510 58.60 7.88 44 3579 -.01 -24
517 63.28 8.02 49 35-84 -.34 .36
526 11134 138 81 59-140 -.38 .07
516 39.38 7.40 39 17-56 -17 .05
451 64.08 7.82 48 32-80 =24 12
459 15.93 2.28 12 820 -3 1
454 15.15 2.81 13 7-20 -41 A1
458  16.52 2.22 12 820 -.39 A1
459 16.47 2.44 13 7-20 -.74 J1
520 28.18 8.91 57 2-59 19 -22
3
N a
510 12 52
517 12 .62
526 20 .86
516 8 .70
451 20 .86
459 4 .64
454 4 .70
458 4 .67
459 4 .65
520 20 .90
4 ANOVA
A B : D. E E G of F
63.91 60.77 66.20 64.61 64.92 63.21 55.89 6505 12.04***
A>G*** , B<Ck* , B<E* , C>G*** , D>G*** , E>G***
58.96 56.98 59.31 60.51 59.37 56.93 56.24 6499 293
114.17 105.87 115.87 114.59 114.64 108.77 99.35 6,516 1357***
A>B* ’A>G*** , B<Ck* , B<D** , B<E** , C>G*** , D>G*** , E>G*** , F>G*
41.03 3741 41.93 3750 40.20 39.73 3793 6504 4.73**
B<C* , C>D*
63.9%5 61.03 65.18 65.92 65.71 62.00 / 5441 5.74***
B<C* , B<D** , B<E*
15.86 15.12 16.33 16.43 16.48 15.04 / 5448 6.63***
B<C* , B<D* , B<E** , D>F* , E>F*
1541 15.35 15.22 15.44 1542 15.02 / 5,443 1.92
16.05 15.71 16.86 17.22 17.17 15.77 / 5448 847***
A<D* , B<C* , B<D*** | B<E** , D>F* , BE>F*
16.51 15.85 16.80 16.83 16.48 16.16 / 5,448 2.01
2543 26.83 27.82 29.77 30.35 28.39 2741 6508 2.93**

* = p<.05 ** =p<.0l, *** = p<.001



5 t-test
t vaue t vaue
63.33 63.13 0.28 63.83 64.17 -0.40
58.80 58.17 0.87 58.78 59.06 -0.31
112.02 110.17 148 112.24 112.92 -0.45
39.19 39.69 -0.74 40.03 3842 1.99*
64.66 63.23 1.90 63.85 65.03 -1.37
16.03 15.81 101 15.92 15.99 -0.28
15.30 14.92 1.40 15.05 15.47 -1.30
16.66 16.33 1.59 16.40 16.95 -2.27*
16.69 16.14 2.37* 16.50 16.51 -0.07
28.10 28.37 -0.33 27.87 29.34 -152
* = p<.05 ** =p<.01, *** = p<.001
6 ANOVA
A.18 B.19-38 C.39 df F
63.03 59.34 65.83 2,504 22.34***
A>B** | A<C**  B<C***
58.37 57.04 8.56 2,496 2.05
110.00 105.12 116.14 2,510 23.33***
A>B* | A<CF**  B<C***
38.03 38.89 41.55 2,502 12.22%**
A<C***  B<C*
63.19 62.13 65.93 2438 7.69%*
A<C**  B<C*
15.62 15.42 16.50 2,446 8.89***
A<C**  B<C*
14.95 14.76 15.58 2,440 2.97
16.30 16.02 16.91 2,444 4.96%*
A<C*
16.35 15.91 16.81 2,445 3.19*
28.28 27.34 28.13 2,504 0.38
* = p<.05 ** =p<.01, *** = p<.001
7 ANOVA
A. B. C. D df F
63.220 63.85 63.83 61.16 3511 2.98*
C>D*
59.28 58.83 58.63 57.98 3,504 0.34
114.13 111.04 111.85 108.32 3,519 2.54
40.06 40.02 38.82 40.49 3,509 1.60
63.36 63.58 63.45 66.73 3,448 3.33*
C<D*
16.50 15.87 16.77 15.93 3453 4.75%*
C<D*
15.08 14.86 15.03 15.96 3,448 1.94
17.05 16.62 16.38 16.82 3,452 1.66
16.57 16.24 16.37 17.13 3453 1.82
29.41 27.68 28.27 27.65 3514 0.46

* = p<.05 ** =p<.0L, *** = p<.001
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