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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to study the early development of social emotional competence and
behavior problems in infant-toddlers and to examine associations among child-rearing, parenting stress,
child-rearing alliance, child care classroom support and infant-toddler social and emotional development for
first-time parents. Based on Bronfenbrenner’s microsystems concepts in the ecological theory, it investigated
the relations of child-rearing, parenting stress, child-rearing alliance, child care classroom support on young
children’s social emotional competence and behavior problems.

The research participants consisted of 304 first-time mother-father pairs with 1-3 year-old infant-
toddlers and child care providers invited and recruited from child care centers in New Taipei, Taoyuan and
Taipei cities. The family parenting questionnaires included child-rearing, parenting stress, child-rearing
alliance, and family & children’s backgrounds. Mothers and fathers were asked to fill in the questionnaires
separately. The parents were invited to provide the parenting and family information. The child care
classroom support and interaction for toddlers were observed and scored by the researcher and directors in
child care centers. The child care providers completed and provided information regarding young children’s
social emotional competence and behavior problems in the second semester.

The data were analyzed by Pearson correlations to explore the relations among the variables. The
correlation results indicated that maternal child rearing and supportive coparenting were significantly
positively related to toddlers’ social emotional competence at child care centers. Parent-child interaction
stress for mothers was significantly related to toddlers’ social competence. Similarly, parent-child interaction
stress and family relation stress for fathers were significantly negatively related to toddlers’ positive
emotion. Finally, the positive climate and regards for child perspectives were significantly positively related
to toddlers’ social emotional competence. And, childcare providers’ sensitivity was also significantly
positively related to toddlers’ social competence.

It was expected that the research can provide the useful information for the interested scholars to study
first-time parents’ child-rearing, parenting stress, child-rearing alliance, child care classroom support, and
infant-toddlers social and emotional development. Practical suggestions and implications were made for
government, child/infant care and family parenting education policies, as well as for practitioners.

Keyword: Child-rearing, parenting stress, child-rearing alliance, child care classroom support,
first-time parents, 1-3 year-old infant-toddler social and emotional development
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