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Abstract

Parent-child conflict is defined as a date
wherein the need satisfaction or expectations of
gther dde are frudraled. The conceptud
didinction between ‘ conflict and ‘ perceived
conflict’ is criticd in this dudy. The author
asserts that parental behaviors depend more on
their percelved ' roles’ and hence parent-child
conflicts are more likdy to be perceved
& paentd dress raher than ’ perceived
conflict.”  The present study focused on the
changing processes of the perceived conflict in
adolescent children. The firgt part of this sudy
was a survey that is amed to disolay
frequent-seem parent-child conflicts in terms of
their content and pattern as well. The second
part included follow-up interview and repested
measures of perceived parent-child conflict for
three times.  Specifically, the purpose of this
dudy is to answer the following questions. (1)
Does the insrument show acceptable rdiability
and vdidity? (2) What conflict patterns is
common for the target population? (3) How the
conflict patterns change over time? (4) What
vaidbles are important in moderating the
trangtion or duration models of conflict?

About 300 adolescents in high schools
finished the survey as wdl as the follow up
invedigations.  The results reved that high
threshold exigts for parent-child conflicts to be
obvioudy perceived or reported. Two globa
measures of parent-child rdationship, feding of
being understood and negative emotion toward
parents, are good indicators of the threshold.
The perceived conflicts will maintain in the same
level or go higher only when the rdaionship has
passed through the threshold, they tend to go
down cothewise. Bdief of filid piety hdd by
adolescents is identified as an  important
moderator during the changing processes of the
perceived conflicts.

Two mgor problems have been interfering
during this Sudy. The firg one the
measurement of percelved parent-child conflicts
may be not sendtive enough for detecting the
change in 3 or 4 months. The other, most of
the subjects do not perceive strong parent-child
conflict.  Consequently, it is quite difficult to
andyze the change across the time. Better
measuring tools or/and larger sample will be in
need for further research.

Keywords: parent-child conflict, perceived
conflict, conflict pattern, role
expectation, parent-child
relationship, adolescent
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