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Discrepancy of perceptions on parenting practices between parents and children:
Factors related to perceptions on children’s sides

The importance of parenting influences on children has long been recognized.
However, parenting assessed by parents’ or children’s reports can’t be viewed as the
same. Research found that there are significant differences between parents’ and
children’s perceptions. Moreover, it is children’s perceptions, but not actual, or
parents’ perceptions on parenting, which affect children’s development. This study
will examine the perceptual differences between parents and children, and factors
related to perceptions on children’s sides.

470 pairs of children (grade 6) and their parents was the sample of this study.
Differences between parents and children on the perceptions of authoritative and
neglect parenting practices were found. Regression analyses showed that, in
predicting children’s perception of authoritative parenting, parents’ self reports could
only explained approximately 10% variances. After adding children’s perceptions of
other forms of parenting practices (authoritarian, permissive and neglect), as well as
parenting attribution and parent-child relationship, the total explained variances
reached 60%. Similar results were also found in the analyses of predicting children’s

perception of neglect parenting practices.

Keywords: parenting, child, perceptual differences, parenting education
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